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1. Objectives

1.1  The National Research Foundation (NRF) Competitive Research Programme
(CRP) Funding Scheme seeks to foster the formation of multi-disciplinary teams
in Singapore to conduct cutting-edge research of relevance to Singapore. This
allows a coordinated, integrated and sustained way of bringing together
complementary research groups in Singapore to conduct high-impact research.

1.2  The CRP scheme funds use-inspired basic research in all areas of science and
technology!. Research ideas at the intersection of multiple disciplines are
encouraged. The theme of the proposed research programme must be
motivated by an important need or problem to be solved, rather than being
solely curiosity-driven.

1.3 The CRP scheme offers funding support for programmes of varying sizes,
between a period of 3 to 5 years. Applicants are advised to provide a realistic
budget with appropriate justifications that correspond to the scope of the work
to be accomplished.

2. Eligibility

2.1  Principal Investigators (PIs) from institutions/organisations which fulfil the
following criteria will be eligible to participate as Lead Pl/Team PI:

e Registered as a public Institute of Higher Learning (IHL), public healthcare
institution, A*STAR Research Institute, CREATE research entities, or
research institutes affiliated with the Autonomous Universities
(AUS)/A*STAR;

e Has adequate research infrastructure to support research activities; and

e Has the ability to take up the responsibilities of a Host Institution.

2.2  Private sector and other entities can participate as collaborators.

1 The CRP Scheme is not intended for (i) epidemiological and behavioural studies; (ii) observational
studies (including cohort, longitudinal, case-control studies, etc.); (iii) clinical and drug trials; (iv) health
services research/operations research; (v) infrastructure/facilities set-up; and (vi) market/drugs/product
development.
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Lead Pl and Team PI(s) must fulfil the following requirements at the point of
application and throughout the project duration:

e Hold a primary and/or joint appointment(s) at eligible
institution(s)/organisations(s), with a minimum time commitment of 9
months (per calendar year) in Singapore; and

e Be an accomplished PI with a track record of leadership ability in
coordinating research program(s) and providing mentorship to research
teams(s), as well as having productive research outcomes.

Selection Process and Evaluation Criteria

Proposals are selected through a two-stage process based on scientific
excellence and merit:

e Whitepaper Stage: Shortlisting of Whitepapers, also known as Letter-of-
Intent (LOI), for development into Full Proposals, by the CRP Expert Panels
(EP); and

e Full Proposal Stage: Evaluation of Full Proposals by the International Peer
Reviewers and the CRP International Evaluation Panel (IEP).

The proposals will be evaluated based on: (i) significance of research; (ii)
potential for scientific breakthroughs/disruptive innovation; (iii) programme
management and budget; (iv) technical competencies of research team; and
(iv) potential impact/relevance to Singapore.

Lead Pl and Team PIs are expected to commit a proportionate amount of their
time in ensuring the success of the project. The time commitment of each team
member dedicated to the project will be assessed as part of the evaluation
criteria.

Submission of Application
All interested applicants must apply via the Integrated Grant Management

System (IGMS) (URL.: https://researchgrant.gov.sqg). The system will be opened
to accept submission from 01 March 2022 (Tuesday), 0900hrs.

All applications must be submitted by the Lead Pl and endorsed by the Host
Institution’s Director of Research (DOR) via the IGMS by 12 April 2022
(Tuesday), 1600hrs. Applicants are encouraged to submit the complete
application early, in order to allow the DOR to endorse the proposal on IGMS
in a timely manner. Please refer to Appendix A on pointers for writing good
proposals.
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4.3  Prior to the submission, the Lead Pl is required to have a registered IGMS
account as a Business User to submit the application on behalf of the Host
Institution. Each Team PI is also required to have a registered IGMS account
as a Business User to be added as team members in the application. For new
applicants without an IGMS account, please refer to the flowchart below for
the steps to register for an IGMS account and log in to IGMS.

For Applicants without an IGMS account

Within your Host
Institution

Contact your Host Registeran IGMS account Log in to IGMS as a Business
Institution mmm)' 3s a Business User using mmmy: User using your SingPass for
CorpPass Admin to your SingPass for login login authentication to submit
registerand set up authentication. applications on IGMS (Lead Pl).
a Business Account
(i.e. CorpPass). This
will be linked to
your SingPass.

IGMS Login Page

For Business Users For Individual Users

Log in with singpass

For overseas users without
Singpass
e —

4.4  Applicants must complete the online IGMS application form and upload the
Whitepaper application form (please use the template in Attachment 1) and its
supporting annexes/documents under the Research Proposal section of the
IGMS application. Other Annexes (if applicable) e.g. Gantt chart and diagrams,
should be named accordingly and may be uploaded at this section. Please
name the files using the filenames in blue:

Remarks for
Document Submission
Requirement

Format of

Filename Description

Whitepaper | Mandatory 01 CRP28 LOI | Please use the template and
<Input Lead PI | follow the instructions in
Name> Attachment 1.




Remarks for

Document | Submission F(_)rmat o Description
. Filename
Requirement
Annex A Mandatory 02 Annex A References: a listing of all
References references listed in the

application.
Please include the full titles and
DOI numbers of the
publications listed under
References; and have these
hyperlinked to the online
source of the publications
(regardless of whether they are
open access or not).
Note that proposals with listed
publications which are not
properly hyperlinked will be sent
back to the applicant for
amendments.

Annex B Mandatory 03 Annex B Letters of Commitment: letters

Letters of from all collaborators (if any) to
Commitment state their role and specific
contributions to the research.

Annex C Mandatory 04 Annex C Maximum 2 pages:
for Response to ¢ Include the Proposal ID and
resubmitted Feedback Title of the original application.
applications | (Resubmission) | ¢  Summary stating the
only. differences and improvements

from past submission(s); and

e Arebuttal to address
reviewers’ comments from past
submission(s).

Annex D Mandatory if | 05 Annex D Describe the research funded by
the CRP Write-up on currently held grant(s), and how
application is | Related the objective and research differ
related to Grant(s) from that in the CRP application in
currently held the following table format (1 grant
grant(s). per table):

Project ID <Indicate Project ID
of related grant>

Title <Indicate Title of
related grant>




Document

Remarks for
Submission
Requirement

Format of
Filename

Description

Similarity or
Relationship similar

with CRP28 methodology
LOI /concept.

e.g. follow-up grant,

<Project | CRP28
ID> LOI

Difference in
<Indicate here,
e.g. objectives/
applications/
methodologies.

Please add rows if necessary.

Key
Publications
(in a zipped
file)

Mandatory

Key
Publications

Copies of key publications
referenced in the proposal or
applicants’ CVs (including those
submitted to journals / in-press at

the point of grant application)
should be provided as separate
PDF files in a zipped file named
as “Key Publications”.

Please keep the filename of
each publication to a maximum
of 10 characters.

If these are missing, this will be
interpreted as a nil return.

4.5

4.6

Please note that the online IGMS application form will require each applicant to
have an authorised ORCID ID on their IGMS User Profile Page, in order to
create an application as a Lead PI, or be listed in an application as a Team PI.

Applicants must provide the CVs of all the team members (Lead PI, Team Pls
and Collaborators). Please use the format in Appendix B and name the files
using the filenames in blue below:

e 06 CRP28 CV Lead PI <Insert Lead Pl Name>

e 06 CRP28 CV Team PI <Insert Team Pl Name>

e 06 CRP28 CV Collaborator <Insert Collaborator Name>

For Lead Pl and Team PIs, please upload the CVs as individual attachments
under Research Team, Collaborators, Referees section of the IGMS
application. For collaborators, please upload the CVs either under Research
Proposal section or Other Attachments section of the IGMS application.
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5.1

5.1
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The following will be rejected without review:

e Duplicates of proposal submitted to any other public funding agencies for
simultaneous consideration

e Missing or wrong version of LOI

e Inappropriate format (e.g. small font size and tight para spacing) or
incomplete applications (e.g. sections left blank, missing CVs, etc.)

e Late submission or endorsement on IGMS by the respective Director of
Research

e Revisions made after closing date

e Resubmitted LOIs with minimal or no revision

e Proposal not within scope of CRP

¢ Ineligibility of Lead Pl and/or Team Pls

e Single investigator-led proposals

Please refer to the CRP IGMS Application Guide (Whitepaper Stage) for a
quick guidance on the application process. For details, please refer to the full
Training Guide for Potential Applicants from the IGMS home page (under Help
section).

Resubmission of Proposals

Resubmission of LOIs is allowed only once (with substantial changes), except
for the following cases: i) the LOI is invited to be resubmitted, ii) the LOI is
resubmitted based on a full proposal stage application, which was not selected
for award in an earlier CRP grant call. The resubmitted LOI must clearly
highlight the portions where changes have been made. Those LOIs with
minimal or no revision will be rejected without review.

Contact Information

For further enquiries related to the CRP, please contact the CRP secretariat at
NRF_CRP@nrf.gov.sg.

For technical enquiries related to IGMS, please contact the Helpdesk at
Helpdesk@researchgrant.qov.sg.
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APPENDIX A

Pointers for Writing Good Proposals

Good ideas are often undermined by missteps in proposal preparation. Most winning
proposals have been polished repeatedly. Allow time to write and rewrite the proposal.
Read the instructions and understand the evaluation criteria. Touch all the bases, and
not just the ones you are comfortable with. Each section of the LOI must be filled up
carefully, as evaluations are based on how well the guiding questions are answered.
Don’t make work for the reviewers. Make it easy for the reviewers to get to your main

points.

Pay heed to these general pointers in writing a good LOI:

)

Vi)

vii)

Define the problem statement and build a compelling case for need upfront.
However, please do not dedicate too much space in the LOI on prosaic
background information. There should be sufficient space in the LOI for
elaborating on important experimental details.

Use clear, accessible language. Avoid insider jargon and acronyms. Use direct
statement and active voice.

Different parts of the projects need to be pulled together. Explain the basis for
each sub-project and their linkages in fulfilling the overall programme
objectives.

Show that you have an understanding of the existing competition. This should
include performing a competitive scan and comprehensive literature search of
ongoing efforts in the proposed topics and having an awareness of existing
products/solutions or developments by the industry.

Do not inflate the budget. Ask for a budget that realistically reflects the scope
of work that will be accomplished. Where possible, existing equipment/facilities
should be leveraged.

Clearly articulate the impact of your research and how you would achieve it.
This should not be confused with output KPIs (e.g. no. of paper publications,
no. of postdocs recruited etc.). Be specific and quantitative if possible on the
research outcomes — e.g. 2X improvement, or a specific achievement, or a new
concept etc.

Root out inconsistencies in format, typos, misspellings, mislabelling of
diagrams, grammar, etc. Get another person to proof-read.



APPENDIX B

Format of Curriculum Vitae

NOTE: You may also download this as a template under Research Team,
Collaborators, Referees section of the IGMS application.

For Lead Pl and Team PIs: Please upload each CV using the format described below,
as individual attachments under the Research Team, Collaborators, Referees section
of the IGMS application.

For Collaborators: Please upload the CVs either under Research Proposal section or
Other Attachments section of the IGMS application.

The CVs of all members (Lead PI, all Team Pls and Collaborators) listed on the
cover page must be provided. Each CV must start on a fresh page and be limited
to 2 pages (Arial font size 12, single line spacing). Please indicate “N.A.” beside
the label field if the required information is not applicable. NRF will not be responsible
for any missing information not provided in the CVs. Please note to only provide
information listed below. Do not include any additional fields or extraneous information.

e Name

o Title

e Office mailing address

e Email

e Contact number

e Current position (please provide full details, e.g. primary appointment, joint
appointments; other academic appointments including those outside of
Singapore).

e Percentage of time spent in Singapore every year for the current position (if
applicable)

e Employment history

e Academic qualifications (indicate institution’s name and year degree awarded)

e Research interests

e List of up to 10 most relevant publications (including ‘in-press’ publications,
regardless of acceptance/published date of the publications)

e Patents held (related or unrelated to the study), and/or Scientific Awards, if any



