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• Use the minimum number of animals to obtain scientifically valid results.

• Repeat or duplicate research treatments or test procedures  only where necessary. 

• Reduce the number of animals used, when possible but not at the expense of  

 greater suffering of individual animals.

• Animals chosen must be of an appropriate species and quality for the scientific   

 activities concerned. 

• Use animals purposely bred for research, not taking wildlife out from their natural  

 habitats unless no alternative is available or suitable. 

• Design projects to minimise or avoid pain and distress to animals. 

• The transportation, housing, feeding, handling of animals should meet species’   

 specific needs; including behavioural and biological needs.

• Use alternative methods, whenever appropriate.

Guiding principles for the care and use of animals in scientific 
research – 3Rs 
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What do they do?
•  Oversee the care and use of animals for research 

laboratory and scientific purposes at the AMC

•  Ensure research complies with the National 

Advisory Committee for Laboratory Animal 

Research (NACLAR) Guidelines

Who would need to seek their 
guidance?

•  Investigators/staff who use animals in research projects 

or for other scientific and laboratory activities, including 

training courses

Why is their work important?
•  Safeguards the humane and responsible care and use of animals by 

adhering to regulations and ethical guidelines

•  Ensures that research objectives are met without compromising the 

well-being of animals
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